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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 02113 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, US, UK, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH PROPOSAL RE NORTH CORRIDOR 

REF: BONN 18147, 1974 

SUMMARY: IN FEB 5 TRIPARTITE BONN GROUP MEETING UK REP 
GAVE NEGATIVE BRITISH REPLY TO PARIS' PROPOSAL THAT 
FRENCH ASSUME CONTROLLER RESPONSIBILITY FOR NORTH 
CORRIDOR. END SUMMARY. 

1. UK REP (CULLIMORE) SAID BRITISH AFTER LONG AND 
CAREFUL CONSIDERATION HAD CONCLUDED THAT UK MUST RESPOND 
NEGATIVELY TO FRENCH PROPOSAL. BRITISH HAD DECIDED THAT 
SUCH CHANGE IN BASC OPERATING PROCEDURES WOULD GIVE 
OPENING FOR SOVIETS TO TRY TO ACHIEVE OTHER CHANGES IN 
OPERATIONS, OR SOVIETS COULD EVEN TRY TO VETO THE CHANGE 
IN CONTROLLER RESPONSIBILITY. CULLIMORE SAID UK 
REALIZES THIS POSES PROBLEMS RE FRENCH ROLE (COMMENT: OR 
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WOULD BE CONTENT WITHOUT ADDITIONAL DIRECT TEGEL LINE 
TO CONTROLLERS IN BASC. THAT IS, BECAUSE OF INEQUALITY 
OF WORK DIVISION OF ALLIED ELEMENTS IN BASC, UK WAS 
DROPPING REQUEST FOR THE ADDITIONAL DIRECT 
TEGEL-BASC LINKS. BRITISH WOULD NOW LIKE TO GET ON WITH 
DETAILED TALKS AMONG THREE ALLIES ON CHANGES IN PROCE- 
DURES WHICH MOVE TO TEGEL WILL REQUIRE. 

2. FRENCH REP MERELY THANKED CULLIMORE FOR UK REPLY. 

US REP EMPHASIZED THAT MOVE TO TEGEL WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 
REQUIRE SOME CHANGES, PARTICULARLY REGARDING ASSURANCE 
OF FLIGHT SAFETY, AND THAT HOW INFO WAS PASSED FROM 
TEGEL TO BASC WOULD LIKELY NEED REVISION. 

3. COMMENT: FRENCH REP INDICATED TO US REP BILATERALLY 
THAT PARIS IS ANNOYED BY UK RESPONSE AND HAS ISSUED FIRM 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RESIST ANY CHANGES WHATSOEVER IN BASC 
ON SAME GROUNDS AS CITED BY BRITISH. WE THINK NEXT 
MOVE IS, AS SUGGESTED BY BRITISH, DISCUSSION BY TECHNICAL 
EXPERTS IN BERLIN FOCUSING PARTICULARLY ON HOW INFORMA- 
TION CAN BE PASSED BETWEEN TEGEL AND BASC TO ENSURE 
FLIGHT SAFETY. RESULTS OF THIS STUDY WOULD THEN BE 
CONSIDERED IN ORDER TO DETERMINE IF OVERALL PROBLEM 
WOULD REQUIRE ELEVATION TO POLITICAL LEVEL. 
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